Movement will not be successful outside of state apparatus – comprehensive studies prove
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For the past twenty-five years, communities of color across the nation have been fighting environmental hazards as part of a loose confederation often referred to as the environmental justice movement. This manuscript looks at the conditions under which local social movement organizations are likely to achieve their goals in either preventing a new hazardous facility from opening, stopping an existing facility from polluting, or finding someone to pay for the cleanup of a closed facility. Employing a political mediation model of movement outcomes, we focus on the intersecting roles of political allies, disruptive tactics, organizational history, articulate framing, and the nature of the grievance. Using evidence from 51 case studies and set theory methods, we find that three combinations of attributes that are consistent with movement success and two consistent with failure, all of which highlight the role of support from elected officials as a necessary but not sufficient correlate of success.

Failure to think about legislatures forces movements into the courts – this only reduces chances of success
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Two observed cases were best described as members of the set of cases without political allies, who used disruptive tactics, and were facing a new hazard. Both of these were failures. We illustrate this pathway with a brief description of the struggles of the Padres Hacia Una Vida Mejor organization based in Buttonwillow, CA as detailed in Sherman (2003) and Cole and Foster (2001). When some Latino residents of Buttonwillow, a small city in largely white and rural Kern County, California, heard rumors of a proposed expansion of a local hazardous waste facility in 1992, they were quick to form a new organization. Keeping with one of the central themes of the environmental justice movement of community participation, organizers were particularly interested in having the landfill application translated into Spanish. Conservative, Anglo county commissioners who lived far from Buttonwillow had little desire to comply. Residents of the state were then debating the relative merits of Proposition 187, which would restrict the rights of many immigrants, increasing the salience of these translation demands among both Anglo commissioners, Latino Buttonwillow residents. As both organizing and media coverage of the issue focused on the availability of bilingual environmental impact statements, non-Latino 25 Buttonwillow residents, black and white alike, who constituted roughly half the population, showed little enthusiasm for the organized translation efforts. While Padres Hacia Una Vida Mejor found little political support, they did have organizing assistance from Greenpeace and legal assistance from the California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation. The former helped organize some protests, but the resulting arrest of a Greenpeace organizer for planning civil disobedience by authorities quickly dampened local enthusiasm for confrontational tactics. Instead, after losing at the County Commission, residents turned to the courts. While the won an initial victory on procedural grounds, subsequent federal rulings went against them, and the community demobilized. Combined, these two paths to failure highlight how the absence of political allies greatly reduces the chances for local organizations to win. In general, environmental justice organizations win either through favorable state or federal agency rulings, or through favorable court rulings. Absent political allies, movements are left to the courts, where, in generally they have had little luck, especially with justice-based claims. This effect seems magnified when facing a new grievance, which might because the builders of the locally undesirably land uses are often targeting—or are being wooed by—sympathetic officials. As such, community groups working to fight these new grievances are facing an uphill battle

[bookmark: _GoBack]Engaging Elected leaders is the BEST HOPE for EJ struggle success – must speak their language
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Political Allies: Local residents fighting environmental hazards often look for allies in mainstream environmental groups, civil rights organizations, university researchers, celebrities, local and national media, and politicians. We hold that among these, elected officials will be the most important potential ally, as the zoning process that is the heart of many EJ struggles is often decided, or heavily influenced by elected officials. Even when the do not have direct regulatory power, elected officials may be influential in other ways, such as drawing media attention to the cause or by giving the groups legitimacy in the eyes of others. Overall, 69 percent of groups had political allies. Of those, 20 of the 35 groups, or 57 percent, were successful, compared to 3 of the 16 groups that did not, or19 percent. 


